
 1 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 

Key Dates 

 

Monday 25th March— 

Friday 5th April 

Easter Holidays 

 

Monday 8th April 

VI form students return to 

school 8:30am 

Year 7 - 11  students return 

to school 10:30am 

 

Thursday 25th April 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Nicholas Chamberlaine School 

Successful Learners | World Citizens 

Proud Traditions 

Page 4-7 

Wide Horizons 

Page 8-9 

High Achievements 

Page 10-13 

Friday 22nd March 2024 

Updates  

Page 13-21 

 

Warmest regards, 
 
 
 

 

Peter Gilbride   Alison Ramsay 
Head of School   Executive Head 

Dear NCS families, 
 

I am delighted to be writing to you to wish you a restful break 
over the Easter holidays. 
 

Our pupils, teachers, support staff and community have much 
to be proud of this term. Year 11 and Year 13 in particular have 
made significant improvements since their last trials as they 
prepare for the final stretch in the summer term. 
 

During this final week we say farewell to staff who are going on 
to the next stage in their careers; we wish them the best of luck 
in their aspirations and know that they will keep in touch with 
the Griffin family. In particular, we would like to wish Ms 
Turner and Mr Lenton the very best of luck as they move onto 
new roles in two excellent schools. They have supported hun-
dreds of pupils over the years at NCS and we thank them for 
their contributions. 
 

On Monday 8th April, we will be welcoming our pupils back to 
school for an exciting term ahead. Pupils will return to a  
staggered start and will be met by their tutors at 10.30am to 
begin our summer term. We will also be welcoming Ms  
Shipley, a highly experienced head of department from a high 
performing school and Mr Young, a highly experienced  
Senior Assistant Head who specialises in pastoral provision. 
 

Sixth Form pupils will come in from 8.30am as usual and will 
be given additional support in determining their future  
pathways with our careers advisor. 
 

Please take the opportunity over Easter to ensure your child is 
ready for school with full school uniform, including blazer, tie, 
correct trousers and shoes (not trainers). Tutors will also be 
checking all pupils have the correct equipment ready for  
learning including pens, pencils, ruler, green pen and  
calculator (there is an exhaustive list on our website). 
 

During the summer term we will be having some competitions 
to promote full engagement, particularly around punctuality 
and attendance. I recognise there may be times that we are  
definitely not well enough to attend school/work; however, we 
often feel better over the course of the day, so please ensure 
you prioritise your child’s learning and work with us to achieve 
the best possible outcomes. 
 

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your chil-
dren are successful learners and world citizens. 
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Important 

I hope this message finds you well. As we navigate through the challenges of the digital age, 
it has become increasingly crucial to ensure the safety and well-being of our children in 
online spaces. During assemblies this week we have examined the importance of being safe 
online and using technology appropriately.  We are very keen to make sure that our pupils 
understand the potentially serious consequences of the inappropriate use of social media 
and related technology.  
 

In today's interconnected world, the internet offers a wealth of opportunities for learning, 
exploration, and connection. However, it also presents various risks and challenges,  
particularly for young and impressionable minds. Therefore, I am writing to you today to 
emphasize the importance of staying vigilant and proactive in safeguarding your child's 
online experience. 
 

Here are a few key points to consider: 
 

 Open Communication: Establishing open and honest communication with your child is 
paramount. Encourage them to come to you with any concerns or questions they may 
have about their online activities. Let them know that you are there to support and guide 
them through any challenges they may encounter. 

 Educate and Empower: Take the time to educate your child about the potential dangers 
of the internet, such as cyberbullying, online predators, and exposure to inappropriate 
content. Empower them with the knowledge and skills to navigate the online world safely 
and responsibly. 

 Set Clear Boundaries: Establish clear rules and boundaries regarding your child's use of 
the internet and digital devices. Monitor their online activity and set limits on screen 
time to ensure a healthy balance between online and offline activities. 

 Use Parental Controls: Take advantage of parental control tools and software to help  
regulate your child's online experience. These tools can filter inappropriate content, 
monitor their online interactions, and limit access to certain websites or apps. 

 Lead by Example: Be a positive role model for your child by demonstrating responsible 
and respectful online behaviour. Show them how to engage with others online in a safe 
and respectful manner, and model healthy screen habits in your own daily life. 

 Stay Informed: Stay up-to-date on the latest trends and developments in internet safety 
and digital literacy. Attend workshops, read articles, and stay informed about the tools 
and resources available to help protect your child online. 

 

By working together as a community, we can create a safer and more secure online  
environment for our children to learn, explore, and grow. Thank you for your attention to 
this important matter, and please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

Online Safety 
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Important 

Safeguarding – Easter 2024 
 

As we enter the Easter holidays we want to remind you that should you have any concerns 

about your child or any other student in school then we are always around to help.  

Senior staff will be available throughout the holiday on the numbers below.  

 

 
 

You can also call the RISE crisis numbers on: 

8am – 8pm 02476641799  

8pm – 8am 02476932800 

 

You can also contact the Family Information Service (FIS) who support families across the 
Warwickshire with advice and information. You can get in touch with them by emailing 
fis@warwickshire.gov.uk, calling 0800 4081558 or finding support at 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childrenandfamilies or https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
mentalhealth  

The Samaritans are available all over Easter and can be contacted for free at 116123 or by 
emailing jo@samaritans.org 

Day Staff Numbers 

Monday 25th March Mrs Ramsay 07958630970 

Tuesday 26th March Mrs Ramsay 07958630970 

Wednesday 27th March Mrs Ramsay 07958630970 

Thursday 28th March Mrs Ramsay 07958630970 

Friday 29th March Mrs Ramsay 07958630970 

Saturday 30th March Mr Smith 07958630885 

Easter Sunday 
Please use the crisis numbers 
below 

  

Monday 1st April 
Please use the crisis numbers 
below   

Tuesday 2nd April Mr Smith 07958630885 

Wednesday 3rd April Mrs Haywood 07508582588 

Thursday 4th April Mr Smith 07958630885 

Friday 5th April Mrs Haywood 07508582588 

Saturday 6th April Mrs Haywood 07508582588 

Sunday 7th April Mr Smith 07958630885 

mailto:fis@warwickshire.gov.uk
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childrenandfamilies
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mentalhealth
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mentalhealth
mailto:jo@samaritans.org
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Proud Traditions 

Star Reader 
 
We are proud to introduce  one of our year 8 star readers. 
As one of our PROUD TRADITIONS, we aim to encourage 
our students to read for pleasure as it is proven time and 
time again that students who read find their exams much 
easier and always achieve highly. 
 
Jaydn is rarely seen without his nose in a book so to keep 
that passion alive the school library has furnished him with 
a full set of the Six of Crows duology for his library at 
home. 
 
Well done, Jaydn! 

GST Annual School Performance 
 

We're excited to announce that our next school 
musical will be Oliver Jr. Oliver is a young orphan 
living in Victorian England. After escaping a 
workhouse and an horrid apprenticeship, he finds 
himself amongst a group of petty thieves and pick-
pockets, and so begins Oliver's whirlwind adven-
tures and his search to find the true love of a fami-
ly. 

Shakespeare Day 
 
One of our PROUD Traditions is to celebrate 
Shakespeare Day. This year our students 
were immersed in Shakespeare's work each 
lesson by carrying out  activities about his 
plays and poems. 
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Proud Traditions 

World Book Day 
 
World Book Day was created by UNESCO on 23rd April 1995 as a worldwide celebration of 
books and reading. World Book Day is marked in over 100 countries around the globe. The 
first World Book Day in the UK and Ireland took place in 1997 to encourage young people to 
discover the pleasure of reading. 
 
Some people like to read the biographies of the most influential people in history, like Mar-
tin Luther King or Mahatma Ghandi. Some people like novels that send chills down their 
spines, from goth horror novels like Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein” to Stephen King’s episto-
lary  
novel, “Carrie”. Some prefer the classics, like “Pride and Prejudice” or the “Old Man and the 
Sea”. 
 
But regardless of the kind of books you like the most, the indisputable truth is that the world 
would not be the same without books. Books have been educating and inspiring us for  
thousands of years, so it should go without saying that World Book Day is a more than a  
well-deserved holiday. 
 
Books are more than simple pieces of paper with words on them (or, in the case of digital 
books, a bunch of pixels on a screen). They’re a door into another world, whether that’s one 
full of fiction and imagination or a factual world that teaches you incredible new things. 
World Book Day is all about celebrating the wonderful power of books and the joy of read-
ing. It’s especially meant to help encourage a love of reading in children, but people of all 
ages can recognize and celebrate the day. 
 
All students at NCS were gifted a book token and staff dressed as a character in their favour-
ite book!  
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Proud Traditions 

MiSST 
 
One of the special opportunities for Year 7 students at Nicholas Chamberlaine School 
is the entitlement to receive three years of free tuition on an orchestral instrument. 
This is provided through our partnership with the Music in Secondary Schools Trust 
(MiSST) and the Warwickshire Music Hub. This opportunity is only available in 
twenty-six schools in the whole of England, and we are very proud to be the only school in 
the Midlands providing this. A short video detailing the work of MiSST can be viewed on 
this link: https://youtu.be/Oj2yFa8LOs8 
 
We will look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students during our annual GAF week 

About  MiSST  
 
MiSST currently works with 26 schools in the UK. We work in schools that serve disadvan-
taged and often challenging communities  by providing not only funding for classical instru-
ments, but also support in the form of regular tuition, opportunities to perform and a pro-
gramme of excellence that is unrivalled in the UK. Our mission is to be at the forefront of 
classical music education 
 

 
 
“Engagement in the arts changes lives. The positive impact of the arts on health, social mo-
bility and wellbeing are now irrefutable. I passionately believe that everyone in this country, 
particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, should be able to participate and I am 
thrilled MiSST’s music programme will make the difference for these young people. I know 
it works. Headteachers and the staff in MiSST’s partner schools know it works It has been 
proven to be the common denominator in schools where often over sixty languages are spo-
ken”. 

https://youtu.be/Oj2yFa8LOs8
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Proud Traditions 

MiSST Together 

On Monday 18th March, Nicholas Chamberlaine School welcomed two other MiSST schools 
for an orchestra performance. Thomas Middlecott Academy and Barnsley Academy combined 
with our orchestra to perform songs such as Dance The Night- Dua Lipa; Byzantine Dance; 
Britten-Chambers; Oye Como Va- Puente. The final performance was enjoyed by some of our 
parents and students and we were astounded by the progress made in just one day. MiSST 
staff also commented on how well our students worked with others and represented the 
school well.  
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Year 11 options 
 
 
With Year 11 students rapidly approaching their 
GCSEs, it is critical that  they should have put in 
place plans for results day and  
beyond. 
 
 
 
What does the law say? 
All students are required to continue in education 
or a job with an educational element until the age 
of 18. This could include  
attending VI Form or college, applying for an ap-
prenticeship or a job with training. In addition to 
this, students who do not achieve a GCSE in Eng-
lish or Maths (or both) are required to continue  
studying these until they have passed, or reach the 
age of 18.  
Students may be offered alternative qualifications 
to assist them if they have difficulty accessing 
these subjects. 
 
 
How to apply for College or VI Form? 
For colleges or VI Forms, this is directly with the 
provider. In the case of Nicholas Chamberlaine VI 
Form, applications have already been made and 
students have been offered interviews. Students 
can apply for as many VI Forms or Colleges as 

they like and the process is very easy and should take about 20 minutes. Students will need a val-
id email address and contact numbers for both  
themselves and a parent or carer. They will also need to list the qualifications they are taking and 
either provide their target or predicted grades (either will be fine). After applying there will  
usually be an interview to ensure that the student has selected a course(s) that are appropriate 
for them. 
 
 
What's the difference? 
VI Forms offer a wide range of subjects and students will study at least three of these. They will 
usually be a mixture of traditional, exam based A levels and vocational, coursework based BTECs 
or equivalent. For example, students may study subjects such as History and Geography  
combined with Sports Science. This is ideal for students who may not be sure about their futures 
and want to study subjects they are good at or interested in. In contrast, colleges usually ask  
students to study one subject which is equivalent to three A levels. This is ideal for students who 
know what type of job they would like to do. Colleges also offer subjects at different levels, so a 
student can do qualifications at level 1 (below GCSE), level 2 (GCSE level) or level 3 (A level 
equivalent). 
 
 
              

Wide Horizons 
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How to apply for an apprenticeship or job with training? 
Firstly, jobs with training are not very common and most students will not go on to one of these. 
For most students an apprenticeship is the most likely route. In this case, apprenticeships are  
offered at different levels - Intermediate is the equivalent of GCSEs and Advanced is equivalent 
to A levels. Students leaving with GCSEs should ideally be looking for an Advanced  
apprenticeship. There are some exceptions for apprenticeships in areas that students may not 
have studied at school - for example welding, carpentry, hairdressing etc. In this case the usual 
route is to start on an Intermediate apprenticeship and then progress on to an Advanced level. As 
with all apprenticeships, apprentices will be paid at least the minimum wage (£6.40 an hour 
from April 2024) and will be expected to attend college or a training provider as part of the  
programme. 
 
 
Where do I find these? 
In the case of Colleges or VI Forms, students will need to think about the course they wish to 
study and how accessible the College or VI Form is to them. Students will need to apply directly 
and be aware of any deadlines. Applying sooner rather than later is important for some popular 
subjects if students do not want to miss out. 
 
In the case of apprenticeships, these can be found on the government's apprenticeship website, 
that can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship You may need to apply  
directly or through the company offering the apprenticeship. Students should be aware that  
applying for an apprenticeship is like applying for any other job and they may be required to  
provide a CV, letter of application and attend an interview. 
 
Final Advice 
Leaving your application for results day is not a good idea. You will be leaving school with over 
half a million other students taking GCSEs - all wanting similar things. You should also try to 
choose more than one option especially if you are applying for an apprenticeship - in other words 
college and an apprenticeship. The school can help you, but at the end of the day, it is your fu-
ture. 
 
 
             

Wide Horizons 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
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High Achievement 

Year 7 Girls’ Football 
 
The year 7 girls’ football team played the second round of the 
round robin tournament at Etone and won all their games! They 
are the overall winners of the football tournament out of 
8 schools and are now progressing through to the Coun-
ty Finals tournam ent in May w hich is such a huge 
achievement. This team has been so successful so far this year, 
winning many games and getting through to several semi-finals 
but they have also been an absolute pleasure to coach and have 
represented the school in an exemplary manner. A 
ll girls involved should be very proud of themselves! 

Year 9 Basketball 
 
Some of our year 9s played in a 3v3 basketball tournament at Higham Lane School. It was 
great to see some girls involved and competing in basketball and they all did an excellent job. 
They were all very competitive and showed great teamwork and enthusiasm! We look for-
ward to seeing more of the girls involved in basketball as they performed really well.  

The Year 7 netball team competed in a 
tournament last Thursday. The girls 
won 3 out of 4 of their games before 
reaching the semi finals and narrowly 
missing out on a spot in the finals. The 
team worked so well together and 
showed a great display of sportsman-
ship.  
Well done to all of those involved! 

Year 7 Netball 
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High Achievement 

Sports Leaders 
 
Some of our Young Sports Leaders 
helped to run and lead the Biggest Girls’ 
Football event on Friday for over 70  
primary school students. The event was 
a real success, all students thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and the leaders did 
an excellent job running the event. They  
engaged maturely with the primary 
school students, showed great commu-
nication and teamwork and represented 
the school in an exemplary manner.   

Year 9 Girls ‘Football 
 
Our year 9 girls football team have taken part in  
a tournament at Etone where they played 5 dif-
ferent schools and won 2 games, drew 2 games 
and lost one game. They played some excellent 
football and worked really well as a team! They 
have another tournament next week so we’re 
looking forward to seeing how they get on. Well 
done ,girls!  

Year 7  Football 
 
The Year 7 football team played a tough 
semi final against St. Thomas More,. 
The game was very tight and was in the  
balance at half time with Nicholas  
Chamberlaine trailing 2-1. The team 
fought back and showed great  
determination to overturn the half time 
score and win the second half 4-1. This 
meant Nicholas Chamberlaine won 5-3 
and now progress to the Final. 
 
Goals from Charlie C x2, Mitchell B 
Ronnie L and an own goal ensured a  
victory. Charlie starred as Man of the 
Match as he led the team superbly and 
scored two timely goals to steer the 
match in Nicholas Chamberlaine's   
favour. 
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High Achievement 

Sports Leadership 
 
The following girls took part in an amazing sports leadership session where they looked into 
what skills create a good sporting event. They worked with other schools and looked into how 
to challenge students and also how to differentiate to make the activities versatile for  
everyone. They are now planning to create their own sports festival and run it themselves. 

Year 7 Netball 
 
AN amazing second leg of the tournament from 
our Y7 netball team saw them winning another 
two of their games, totaling 5 wins and 2 losses. 
The netball team have come such a long way 
since the beginning of the year, improving every 
step of the way.  

Year 9 Girls’ Football 
Our year 9 girls’ football team participated in the 
next round of the round robin tournament at Etone. 
The girls won every game and finished in 
first place; they played som e excellent foot-
ball and really showed off their talents. Eva Thom-
son, Callie Evans and Jiya Bains were stand out per-
formers from today’s game. Well done to all girls 
involved!  

Year 7/8 Event 
 
Some of our year 7 and 8 students took part 
in an Archery, Boccia and Curling Event. All 
students got really involved and seemed to 
enjoy all the activities. It was great for them 
to experience some activities they may not 
have taken part in before.   



 13 

 

 

 

   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

High Achievement 

Year 11 Newsletter 

 

Please click on the link below to see the Year 11 newsletter, this 

is also available to view on the school website. 

 

nicholaschamberlaine-gst.org/bskpdf/year-11-22-march-2024/ 

Year 8 County Finals Athletics Competition 
 
Some of our year 8s took part in a County Finals Athletics Competition in Solihull. They all 
performed really well and worked excellently as a team. Each and every student  
represented the school in a positive way and should be very proud of themselves!  

Updates 

https://nicholaschamberlaine-gst.org/bskpdf/year-11-22-march-2024/
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  Expectations for Behaviour 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Updates 

Equipment Reminder 
 

 2 BLACK pens 

 1 GREEN pen 

 Pencil 

 Ruler 

 Rubber 

 Calculator 

 Reading book (Years 7-9) 

 Revision material Years 10-11 

 Pencil case 

 

Mobile phones 

 All phones are to be switched off and in bags 

 If students are caught with a phone it will be  

confiscated until the next day and parents can to  

collect it 

 If it confiscated again it will be held in the school 

safe for a week 

 If students need a phone to get home safely we can 

supply a safeguarding phone 

How we speak to each other—respect 

 In school we insist on inside voices—there is no need 

to shout! 

 Swearing is never acceptable 

 Students consider others—if they wouldn’t want it 

said to them—don’t say it to others 

Punctuality 

 Students have 5 minutes between lessons 

 Students must leave and go straight to lessons—no 

laps or waiting for friends 

 Minutes late will be logged and monitored this week 

 Late for school will be 10 minutes hold back every 

day after period 6 

Start of Lesson 

 Line-up quietly outside of the classroom where  

appropriate 

 Write and underline the date and title 

 Promptly begin the starter activity 

 A School Bag—Blazers are not effective school pencil cases 
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Updates 

Punctuality 
 
We understand that sometimes unexpected circumstances arise that may cause students to 
be late for lessons. However, persistent lateness can have a negative impact on their learning 
experience and disrupt the wider classroom environment.  
 
When students arrive late for lessons, they will miss valuable instruction time and may  
struggle to catch up on the material they have missed. Furthermore, arriving late can disrupt 
the class and cause a distraction for both the teacher and other students.  
 
We understand that some families may be facing persistent difficulties with punctuality. If 
this is the case, please do not hesitate to reach out to us. We are here to support you and your 
child and work together to find a solution that works.  
 
We thank all of our Nicholas Chamberlaine Families for their support in getting our students 
to school every day!  
 

Attendance 
 
As we come to the end of another school term, we want to emphasise the crucial role that  
regular school attendance plays in your child's education and overall success. Each day of 
learning contributes significantly to their growth, both academically and socially. 
 
Consistent attendance not only ensures that your child stays on track with their studies but 
also fosters a sense of responsibility and discipline that will benefit them throughout their 
lives. Research consistently shows that students who attend school regularly are more likely 
to achieve higher grades, develop stronger study habits, and have better long-term outcomes. 
 
Furthermore, being present in the classroom allows students to actively engage with their 
peers, teachers, and the learning materials, leading to a richer educational experience. It also 
provides opportunities for participation in extracurricular activities, which contribute to  
holistic development. 
 
Congratulations to all award winners for attendance this term. So far we have 130 students 
with 100% attendance this academic year receiving their Silver Award and a further 157 stu-
dents achieving 100% this term  receiving their Bronze awards respectively.  
 
Rewards have also been given to the students with this most improved attendance. From next 
term all students with 100% attendance will be in line for end of term rewards.  
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Updates 

Free Level 1 Scooter Training – Easter Holidays    
 
Warwickshire County Council and Warwickshire Road Safety 
Partners are offering free Scootability Level 1 training 
throughout Warwickshire during 25th – 29th March. Training 
is suitable for children aged 5 – 10 years and is being held at 
the following locations:  
 
Monday 25th March: Pingles Leisure Centre, Avenue 
Road, Nuneaton.  
 
During the course, children will learn essential skills and 
knowledge to help them scoot  
safely, including:  
 
- learning about the parts of the scooter and the     
   safety gear   
- learning the basics of pushing, balancing and turning   
- learning how to do slow and fast stops   
- learning how to navigate stationary and moving obstacles   
- learning how to do one handed signaling   
- learning about road safety rules  
 
All equipment, including scooters, helmets and pads, is provided and the sessions are  
suitable for children aged 5 to 10 years.   
 
Booking is needed and spaces are limited.  
To find out more and book training for your child please visit: https://teamrubicon.co.uk/
scootability-sign-up/   
  
Please note that this training is for push scooters only and not suitable for e-scooters. As a 
reminder, it is currently against the law to ride a privately owned e-scooter in any public 
place in the UK, this includes Warwickshire Country Parks. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Thank you to all students and staff who 

participated in Christmas Jumper Day back in 

December. We raised £138.01 for ‘Save the 

Children’. 

https://warwickshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=076d0daeb2&e=b266b1dd30
https://warwickshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=076d0daeb2&e=b266b1dd30
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  St Michaels’s Children Family Centre 

Updates 
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  St Michaels’s Children Family Centre 
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