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Key Dates 

 

Monday 12th-Friday 16th February 

Half Term 
 

Monday 19th February 

All students return to school 

8.40am 
 

Year 11 Mock Exams 

26th Feb—8th March 
 

Thursday 29th February 

Year 9 Tutor Evening 

4.30-7.00pm 
 

Friday 1st March  

Founders Day 
 

Thursday 21st March 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
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Dear NCS families, 
 

Although this half term has been a short one we 
have made excellent progress and have much to be 
proud of. 
 

Our Year 11 pupils sat their trial exams to  
determine what they understand so far and on our 
results evening we shared what the next steps were 
for them to get the best possible results this sum-
mer. The evening was very well attended and it was 
great to see so many of you. 
 

Year 13 students also sat their trial exams as they 
prepared for higher education or apprenticeships. 
We shared outcomes recently at parents’ evening 
last week and are proud of the excellent progress 
they are making. 
 

We welcomed scientists from our family of schools 
to plan for the Science Symposium and are looking 
forward to getting all schools together as part of this 
Proud Tradition over the next few months. 
 

This week we started our options process with Year 
9 and had a fabulous 90% attendance rate on the 
evening where we were able to provide guidance on 
what is involved in selecting courses for GCSEs in 
readiness for further and higher education. We  
explained that we determine options in February for 
our curriculum planning to ensure we get the best 
outcomes for our pupils. We are committed to  
continuing to study a broad and balanced  
curriculum right through to the end of Year 9. 
 

We look forward to continuing to work with pupils, 
parents and our community in the coming weeks 
and hope you have an enjoyable break. 

 
Warmest regards, 

 

 

 

 

Peter Gilbride   Alison Ramsay 

Head of School   Executive Head 
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Proud Traditions 

Founders Day 
 

Founders day is coming up on 1st March 2024 

This will be our ninth annual Founders Day. It is a time to reflect on our identity and our 

journey and what it means to be a Griffin. We are a family of schools and a generation of lead-

ers, teachers, administrative and support staff whose single focus is to create and sustain 

‘great’ schools, where children discover who they are and work to make the very best of their 

talents and interests, conscious that the world will be theirs to lead and protect.  
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Proud Traditions 

GST annual school performance 
 
We're excited to announce that our next school musical will be Oliver Jr. Oliver is a young 
orphan living in Victorian England. After escaping a workhouse and an horrid  
apprenticeship, he finds himself amongst a group of petty thieves and pickpockets, and so 
begins Oliver's whirlwind adventures and his search to find the true love of a family. 

MiSST Bedworth Come and Play 
 
Following the success of our Jingle Bell Orchestra event in partnership with Warwickshire 
Music, we will be taking part in the very first Bedworth Come and Play day. Several 
schools around Bedworth will be invited to take part in this orchestra event ready for a 
final performance at 2:30pm. 
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Wide Horizons 

National Apprenticeship Week 
This week celebrates the 17th National  
Apprenticeship Week and an opportunity for  
students to find out more about potential careers. 
 

With increased number of students looking at ap-
prenticeships as an option, the week is a reminder 
that there are a variety of roles available and at 
different levels. For example, within 10 miles of 

the school there are currently 75 different apprenticeships on offer, covering everything from 
vehicle maintenance to hairdressing. One of the most exciting developments are Degree  
apprenticeships, that allow students to obtain a degree without the tuition fees. 
 

Although larger companies often advertise apprenticeships on their websites, such as JLR: 
https://www.jaguarlandrovercareers.com/content/Early-Careers/ many others use the  
government portal which can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

FutureGrads and Experience Warwick 
 

As always we are grateful to our partner universities 
for the support they offer the school. Nicholas  
Chamberlaine School is one of very few schools that 
are participants in both the FutureGrads and  
Experience Warwick programmes. 
 

With up to 70 students in every year group taking 
part, students can enjoy opportunities such as campus 
visits and mentoring sessions. For students in Year 9 
and above, this can also include residential opportuni-

ties and Summer Schools.  
 

This year has also seen students in Year 13 receiving contextual offers - reduced grades being 
required to get onto the courses of their choice. This recognises universities’ commitment to 
recruiting students from local schools. 
 

Over the next few weeks, more of our students will be participating in campus visits University 
of Warwick. 

JLR 
 

Alongside our links with universities, Nicholas 
Chamberlaine School is proud to have a relation-
ship with JLR. This relationship allows students 
to experience a wide range of activities. We  
recently welcomed Jaguar TCS Racing  into 
school to talk about opportunities within that  
division of their business. 
 

In the next month a group of female students will be attending a STEM conference at the 
University of Warwick to look at how women can play a greater role in engineering. More 
generally, JLRs Drive Your Future programme offers virtual work experience placements 
that can be accessed here: 
 

https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/jlr:-drive-your-future/WEXP-00211?
queryID=addf6d7b25fea7d89934a84acf0fc756 

https://www.jaguarlandrovercareers.com/content/Early-Careers/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/jlr:-drive-your-future/WEXP-00211?queryID=addf6d7b25fea7d89934a84acf0fc756
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/jlr:-drive-your-future/WEXP-00211?queryID=addf6d7b25fea7d89934a84acf0fc756
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High Achievement 

Year 8/9 Girls’ Football 
 
Our year 8/9 girls’ football team played a County Cup game against Kings High School in 
Warwick. The game ended 2-2 so went to penalties but we couldn't quite come out on top, 
losing 5-2. The girls played some excellent football with some outstanding performances 
from Tia C and Sophie D who scored excellent goals. We have many more fixtures coming up 
this term so we are very much looking forward to seeing how the girls progress! 

Year 8/9 Rugby Workshop 
 
We took a group of year 8/9 girls to a Rugby workshop hosted by the Leicester Tigers to  
encourage girls to participate in sports. The girls had never done any kind of contact Rugby 
before and were hesitant to get stuck in but by the end they had gained so much confidence 
that they won the 'teamwork and enjoyment award' and won lots of the games against other 
schools. Well done to all of the girls involved for representing the school as well as you did. 
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High Achievement 

Basketball 
 

We are thrilled to share some exciting news from last 
week's basketball game as our talented young athletes took 
on Sidney Stringer at home. The atmosphere was electric, 
and our school spirit was palpable as our kids showcased 
remarkable skills and teamwork on the court. 
 
In a spectacular display of sportsmanship, our boys 
emerged victorious with a final score of 47-32, reflecting 
their dedication, hard work, and commitment to excellence. 
 
One standout player who deserves special recognition is 
Georgie, whose incredible speed provided our team with a 
significant advantage from the very beginning of the game. 
Georgie's agility and scoring prowess undoubtedly played a crucial role in securing our  
early lead and setting the tone for the entire match. 
 
Josh and Miggy also made substantial contributions to the team's success. Josh's assistance 
on the court was invaluable, demonstrating both skill and a commendable team spirit. 
Meanwhile, Miggy's leadership and impressive long-distance shots showcased the kind of 
talent and strategic thinking that define a winning team. 
 
Collectively, the performance of our boys was testament to their hard work during practice 
and their ability to come together as a cohesive unit when it mattered most. The victory not 
only reflects their individual skills but also underscores the strength of our basketball pro-
gram and the dedication of our coaching staff. 
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High Achievement 

Y11 County Cup Quarter Final 
 
The boys in maroon were at it again last week! 
 

An excellent display saw them overcome their fellow quarter finalists to book their place in 
the semi final of the Warwickshire County Cup. 
 

The first half was well contested between the NCS team and the visitors from St Martins 
which saw both sides create half chances to try and take hold of the game. The NCS  
defenders were able to keep the ball at the back with great quality but were thwarted as they 
attempted to progress into the final third. 
 

On the stroke of half time the home side were awarded a corner after a well worked move 
down the right hand side. The corner found Lewis D at the back post who struck the ball  
towards goal only to find Dylan D at the back post to poke the ball home to take a 1-0 lead 
into half time. 
 

The second half saw NCS continue to dominate possession. However, this time they were 
able to create chances. Jayden O came off the bench and managed to get onto the end of a L 
Stanley cross from the left hand side to make it 2-0. 
 

The 2-0 lead however was short lived. With 10 minutes to go the visitors managed to score a 
well taken goal against the run of play which placed immense pressure on the boys in  
maroon.  
 

At 2-1 the game changed and the pressure was getting to the home side. A counter attack 
saw the St Martins striker brought down in the NCS box with 2 minute to go and a penalty 
was awarded. There was no need to panic as James W managed to make an excellent save in 
order to keep the game at 2-1 by pushing the ball around the post for a corner. James was 
then able to gather the corner and set Lucas S off on the counter attack, he was able to round 
the keeper and put the ball into an empty net to secure the teams spot in the Semi Finals of 
the County Cup. 

Basketball 
 

In a gripping basketball showdown, our school's 
young athletes showcased resilience and teamwork 
that left spectators on the edge of their seats.  
 
Despite an initial setback, falling behind 8-0 at the 
start, our determined team quickly found their 
rhythm. 
 
With an impressive collective effort on defense, they 
skillfully turned the tide of the game. The match  
remained nail-bitingly close throughout, keeping 
fans in suspense until the very end. 
 
In a strategic move, the team transformed their solid 
defense into a potent offense in the last three 
minutes. The result? A triumphant 35-31 win! A  
testament to perseverance and teamwork, this game 
will surely be remembered as an inspiring 
moment on our sports journey. Go Nico!! 
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High Achievement 

Year 9 Girls Fits-a-Knockout 
 
Some of our year 9 girls took part in the Fits-a-Knockout County Finals Event in Solihull. 
There were 6 schools taking part in the event and our school won the 'Values' award as they 
showed excellent sportsmanship, teamwork and resilience going round the course.  
All students tried very hard on each event and represented our school in such a positive 
light so should all be very proud of themselves! 
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High Achievement 

Year 7 Girls’ Football 
 

Our year 7 girls’ football team played a quarter final County Cup game against Kings High, 
Warwick and won 3-0! They played some excellent football, worked hard as a team and real-
ly deserved the win. Sophie Davies, Amelia Atkins and Isabelle Steane scored some great 
goals and player of the match went to Skye-Jade Edwards who put in a solid  
performance at centre back, not giving the opposition any chances at all. We are now 
through to the semi-final of the County Cup which is a fantastic achievement so well done to 
the girls! 

Year 9 County Final Fitness Competition 
 
Some of our year 9 boys took part in a County Finals Fitness Competition in Solihull. They all 
showed off their sporting talents and put in 100% effort to every exercise they had to  
complete. They showed great respect, resilience, teamwork and determination throughout 
the competition and were all excellent sportsmen throughout. All boys should be very proud 
of themselves and how they represented our school! 
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Updates 

High Achievement 

Jazz Dance Workshop 
 
JVS came into school on Monday and delivered a Jazz 
Dance workshop to a group of Year 10/11 students. 
JVS are launching a fully funded BTEC Level 3  
Extended Diploma in Performing Arts Practice from 
September which is a fantastic opportunity for  
talented children with aspirations of a career in the 
Performing Arts! Our students learnt a series of skills 
and a dance which was later performed.  
 
Thank you, JVS! 

Our Year 7' competed in an Indoor  
Athletics competition this week against 
other secondary schools in the local area. 
Our students participated in a number of 
field & track events placing 3rd for the 
boys and 2nd for the girls. The students 
represented NCS amazingly. demonstrat-
ing motivation, fantastic sportsmanship 
and a positive attitude throughout!  Well 
done, Year 7! 

Year 7 Indoor Athletics Competition 

Year 11 Newsletter 

Please click on the link below to see the Year 11 newsletter, this is also available to view on 

the school website. 

 

Link here:  nicholaschamberlaine-gst.org/bskpdf/year-11-9-february-2024/  

 

https://nicholaschamberlaine-gst.org/bskpdf/year-11-9-february-2024/
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  Expectations for Behaviour 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Updates 

Equipment Reminder 
 

Equipment Please ensure your children have the following for every day at school 

 2 BLACK pens 

 1 GREEN pen 

 Pencil 

 Ruler 

 Rubber 

 Calculator 

 Reading book (Years 7-9) 

 Revision material Years 10-11 

 Pencil case 

 

Mobile phones 

 All phones are to be switched off and in bags 

 If students are caught with a phone it will be  

confiscated until the next day and parents can to  

collect it 

 If it confiscated again it will be held in the school 

safe for a week 

 If students need a phone to get home safely we can 

supply a safeguarding phone 

How we speak to each other—respect 

 In school we insist on inside voices—there is no need 

to shout! 

 Swearing is never acceptable 

Punctuality 

 Students have 5 minutes between lessons 

 Students must leave and go straight to lessons—no 

laps or waiting for friends 

 Minutes late will be logged and monitored this week 

 Late for school will be 10 minutes hold back every 

Start of Lesson 

 Line-up quietly outside of the classroom where  

appropriate 

 Write and underline the date and title 

 Promptly begin the starter activity 
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Updates 

Safeline Parent Workshop 

To book on Eventbrite please use the link below: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safeline-parent-workshop-tickets-830133069357?

Punctuality  
 
We understand that sometimes unexpected circumstances arise that may cause students to 
be late for lessons. However, persistent lateness can have a negative impact on their learning 
experience and disrupt the wider classroom environment. 
 
When students arrive late for lessons, they will miss valuable instruction time and may  
struggle to catch up on the material they have missed. Furthermore, arriving late can disrupt 
the class and cause a distraction for both the teacher and other students.  
 
We understand that some families may be facing persistent difficulties with punctuality. If 
this is the case, please do not hesitate to reach out to us. We are here to support you and your 
child and work together to find a solution that works.  
 
We thank all of our Nicholas Chamberlaine families for their support in getting our students 
to school on time every day! 

Expectations for Behaviour 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safeline-parent-workshop-tickets-830133069357?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Updates 
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Updates 

Youth Impact 
 
Youth Impact - Monday evening youth clubs from 6-8pm at All Saints Church Bedworth. 
Drop-in sessions where children can play ping pong, board games, on consoles  and receive 
homework support if needed. Workshops that differ every week, but each week will have a 
second workshop teaching piano/ukulele/cahon drums depending on interest. 


